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Composition of the 
Member Relations Council 2014-2015

Chair (Vice-President for Member Relations) 
Stefano Bregni <bregni@elet.polimi.it>

Members ex-officio
President: Sergio Benedetto <benedetto@polito.it>
Past President: Vijay Bhargava <vijayb@ece.ubc.ca>
Director M&IR: Ashutosh Dutta <ashutosh.dutta@ieee.org>
Director MPD: Koichi Asatani <asatani@ieee.org>
Director SRS: Curtis Siller <ca0404s@yahoo.com>
AP Director: Wanjiun Liao <wjliao@cc.ee.ntu.edu.tw>
EAME Director: Hanna Bogucka <Hanna.Bogucka@et.put.poznan.pl>
LA Director: Pedro Aguilera <paguilera@ieee.org>
NA Director: Merrily Hartmann <merrily@swbell.net>

Up to 4 Members at Large
TBD (to be appointed for specific tasks)
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The Golden Pentagon of Member Relations

Globalization

Academia

Women

Students

Industry
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NA Regional Chapter Chair Congress

Agenda
presentations by ComSoc leaders and staff
presentations by Chapter Chairs
discussion and fruitful opinion exchange

An opportunity
for ComSoc leaders to hear from Chapter Chairs

– what are the needs of Chapters
– what more and better ComSoc can do to serve members at local level

for Chapter Chairs to compare their experiences
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Chapter Activities

Goal: engage inactive Chapters (210+ Chapters worldwide!)

Action items after the MRC Sydney (1)
how to measure chapters' performance (i.e., merit figures)?

– the merit figures used to select the Chapter of the Year have been 
demonstrated to be useful 

– the LA Region tried the IEEE vTools Meeting System for building reports of 
activity (L31 Meeting Report) and considers it as a valid and quick tool to 
assess chapter actual activity and performance

– The Carols went through vTools and produced Excel files for the 4 Regions
– developing analysis is a project to assign to members of the Regional Boards

– reports submitted by Chapters yearly to request funding (Questionnaires)
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Chapter Activities

Action items after the MRC Sydney (2)
a simple questionnaire for Chapters at the end of the year (yearly report)

– TBD (there is already one for requesting funding)
a plan to encourage Chapters to have a web site

– moral suasion
get Chapter reports from IEEE and archive them (Carole)
get the watchlist of inactive chapters from the IEEE, which is distributed 
every year to IEEE Regional Directors (Carole)
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Chapter Activities 
Chapter Questionnaires

Chapters need to fill in and return the Questionnaire to ask funding
2014

AP Region: 15 questionnaires received (36% over 42) 
LA Region: 8 questionnaires received (32% over 25) 
EMEA Region: 15 questionnaires received (29% over 52)
NA Region: 21 questionnaires received (23% over 92)

2013
AP Region: 14 EMEA Region: 21 
LA Region: 8 NA Region: 22

2012
AP Region: 16 EMEA Region: 12
LA Region: 6 NA Region: 24
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Chapter Activities 
Facebook Pages

Ting and Max help Chapters to set up a Facebook page linked to 
ComSoc
25 Chapters currently on Facebook

AP Region: 5 Chapters
– Indonesia, Karachi, Thailand, Sendai, Hyderabad

LA Region: 6 Chapters 
– Chile, Centro-Norte Brasil, Colombia, Monterey, Ecuador, ComSoc R9 page

EMEA Region: 5 Chapters
– Azerbaijan, Benelux, Jordan, Italy, Republic of Macedonia

NA Region: 10 Chapters
– Toronto, Vancouver, North Jersey, San Diego, Newfoundland-Labrador, 

Santa Clara Valley, Austin Texas, Worcester, Oregon, Orlando
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Chapter Awards

Evaluation process well established
assigned by comparing objective merit figures

Recipients of the 2014 Chapter Achievement Award
Asia/Pacific Malaysia
EMEA Republic of Macedonia
Latin America Colombia
North America New Jersey Coast (ComSoc) 

Recipient of the 2014 Chapter-of-the-Year Award
Malaysia

Awards presented at the GLOBECOM 2014 Awards Luncheon
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Distinguished Lecturer Program

Action items after the MRC Sydney
The $2000 limit per DLT has been extended to $3000

– less DLTs, but better DLTs!
– the R & MPD Directors are entrusted higher responsibility in approving DLTs
– the budget can be exhausted before the end of the year (advance planning 

is encouraged)
Koichi (D-MPD) drafted a new version of the P&Ps (helped by Carole)

DL selection just completed, as reported by Khaled and Sherman
outstanding preparation and coordination work by Sherman
needless to say: a significant effort and workload

My opinion: too many Distinguished Lecturers (41!)
10 years ago DLs were much less
several DLs remain inactive or seem not well aware of the DLT "spirit"

– we should approve a sustainable number of DL
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Global Communications Newsletter

Need to 
improve awareness of GCN among Chapters
make it more

– interesting (better content)
– widespread (wider distribution)
– appealing (new graphical design) 

Three lines of actions to revamp GCN and make it the

Voice of the Chapters
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Global Communications Newsletter 
Actions to Revamp GCN: Better Content

New series of articles on Member Relations
monthly interview of the VP with a MR Director or Committee Chair

– Stefano & Curtis, SRS Sep 2014
– Stefano & Koichi, MPD Oct 2014
– Stefano & Wanjun, AP Nov 2014
– Stefano & Merrily, NA Dec 2014
– Stefano & Pedro, LA Jan 2015
– Stefano & Hanna, EAME Feb 2015
– Stefano & Ashutosh, M&IR Mar 2015
– Stefano & Octavia, WICE Apr 2015

New GCN Regional Coordinators were appointed 
kudos to Mrs. Ewell Tan (IEEE APO Office Singapore)
select key events and solicit contributions by organizing Chapters

Curtis requested Sister Societies to contribute regularly with one 
article per year reporting best activities

mixed results
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Global Communications Newsletter 
New series of articles on Member Relations
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Global Communications Newsletter 
Actions to Revamp GCN: Wider Distribution

Since the origins, the GCN
has been included in the IEEE Communications Magazine (insert)
has been posted on comsoc.org as PDF with public access

Since July 2014, now the GCN
is distributed also by email (PDF) to all Chapter Chairs as soon as 
published (push, not pull) 
has been assigned two ISSN numbers (thanks to Joe Milizzo who 
insisted with IEEE per my request) 

– Print:  ISSN 2374-1082 Online:  ISSN 2374-1090

Plan to set up an Online GCN version in 2015 (in progress)
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Global Communications Newsletter 
Actions to Revamp GCN: New Design

The 2014 graphic layout of GCN dated back to many years ago
colours are also varied month by month

I requested the Publishing Staff (Joe Milizzo and Jennifer Porcello) to 
design a new modern layout and Max Loskutnikov to propose his 
ideas for a new logo and colors
Requirements for the new GCN

the new style should be compatible with the publishing software, that is 
not introduce any big change effort for the publishing staff
it should look totally different from the past, contemporary looking, 
colourful, yet in agreement with IEEE publications
it should pop out to the eyes or ComMag readers!
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Global Communications Newsletter 
Traditional GCN Design
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Global Communications Newsletter 
New Design of GCN

Accolades to Joe Milizzo and 
Jennifer Porcello!

for their patience in following me 
and making my ideas real
for their professionalism

Max designed the logo and 
provided several suggestions
Long process started in August 
and completed in September

many versions of graphic design
different fonts 
various colour combinations

This design is compliant with the 
IEEE Visual Identity Guidelines
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Global Communications Newsletter 
Online GCN

Plan to set up an Online GCN version in 2015 (in progress)
Appealing, contemporary graphic layout with lively colour combination
Contents

the official monthly issue of GCN
– basically the same content as the monthly printed issue, but as HTML with 

different layout adapted to the web, links, etc.
an additional section with public fresh content, provided asynchronously 
by Chapter Chairs or their reps. (moderated?)

– e.g., announcements, calls, etc.
an additional Forum/Blog section accessible (read/write) only by Chapter 
officers (unmoderated)

– to provide a venue where Chairs can freely discuss and exchange 
experiences and updates

linkage with social media
– not just to collect "likes", but to facilitate the contacts for information 

exchange with Chapter Chairs
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Marketing and Industry Relations

Ongoing industry initiative in India
the India ComSoc Chapters are organizing workshops aimed at industry
leader: Bangalore Chapter

Industry engagement at Chapter/Section level
documented in www.ieee-industry.org including Industry Day Tools

High Impact One Day Summit (e.g., 5G, SDN/NFV)
A. Dutta and J. Pape are organizing one HIOD in Spring 2015 in New 
Jersey at Princeton University with high-profile speakers

Future Skillset Workshops
opportunity for collaboration among Industry, Academia and IEEE
students meet industry seeking young talents

Industry Initiative with Start-Up Community
reaching out to New Jersey Technology Council and collaborate on 
topics of interest to organize a career fair aimed at start-ups
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Marketing and Membership Development

Action items after the MRC Sydney (M&IR, Marketing Dept.)
investigate specific marketing campaigns targeted to regions with 
highest growth potential (meet local demands)
evaluate whether it is feasible and how to implement a (ComSoc) 
"member get a member" strategy
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Industry Outreach Programs

Member Relations: relations not only with Academia Members
membership programs development should regain focus on industry

Action items after the MRC Sydney (Director M&IR)
set up a Task Force

– example: my 2011 work “New Industry-Oriented Education Products and 
Services”

– involve recognized experts from industry
– involve people willing to contribute

goals of the Task Force
– propose, collect and select ideas for industry outreach
– survey of needs of telecom start-ups
– look at other Societies with strong industry ground (e.g., PES)
– prepare a credible plan in no more than 6 months

start implementation of best ideas before …
Update from Ashutosh
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Existing Industry Outreach Programs

Some work was done
Industry Promotion Committee (IPC), chaired by Bob Shapiro
Industry Service Committee (ISC), chaired by Harvey Freeman
Workgroup on New Industry-Oriented Education Products and Services, 
chaired by Stefano Bregni, Director Education

Some of those Committees did not produce any report

New Standing Committee (2014-15)
Industry Content & Exhibition (ICEC), chaired by Heiner Stuettgen
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Career Center Portal

J. Pape is coordinating a trial of Career Center Portal with IEEE
job positions in communications industry from the IEEE Media/Spectrum 
job site can be advertised on the ComSoc web site
usually the vast majority of positions is in USA, but it can be developed
the number of open positions is on the order of hundreds

The trial went online on 20 May 2014
Ideas to move further (J. Pape)

add a career guide
link the IEEE USA Salary Survey
add more features to help communications engineers to get employment
offer a webinar about employment in the communications industry
offer a webinar about boosting career for Women in Communications 
Engineering

Update from John
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Student Competition 2014

Co-Chairs: Stefano Bregni and Nelson Fonseca
The 2014 Call for Submissions went online in May 
Massive advertising on social media and mail lists
72 submissions, but only 42 are valid

30 non valid because not by ComSoc Student Members
Significant workload for staff, evaluation committee and chairs
Increased number of Selection Committee members (+30%)

14 various officers and volunteers of IEEE ComSoc
28 members nominated by 25 TCs and subTCs
1 TCs and 10 subTCs never responded

– nearly the same set which did not respond to the call for ICC2016 symposia
2 members (TC reps) were not responsive and were removed

Communications Technology Changing the World
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Student Competition 2014 
Silly Inquiries

Besides serious requests for information, this year we received also 
many SMS-style silly inquiries

Some examples (exact citations in italic, including spelling)
– "We are not clear about the details mentioned about, so can u please let us 

know the event date and also the location of the event to be head" 
(no signature, nothing more than that)

– "Can you guide me about the procedure of getting the Membership so that I 
can participate in the competition?"

– "How can I enroll in ComSoc"
– "How to become a member?"
– "I want to participate. Please explain me how to be member?"
– "What is member?"
– "I want to participate, but not now after you tell me that I have to pay to be a 

member"

Facebook generation?
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Student Competition 2014 
Selection Procedure

40 committee members evaluated 42 submissions
Phase I: members evaluated the projects (3 subsets) by scoring

social impact 
technical content
originality
practical applicability and results
quality of presentation

projects were ranked
Phase II: committee members voted for the best 1st and 2nd among 
the top 9 projects ranked out of Phase I
Stefano and Nelson examined the top 5 projects out of Phase II and 
selected the winners



27
Member Relations - Strategies and Activities NA RCCC 2014, Austin, Texas, TX, USA Stefano Bregni

Student Competition 2014 
The Winners

First Prize
AVATARS: A Software Defined Radio based Teleoperating 
Cyber-Physical System for Disaster Environment Exploration 
by Li’an Li, Wenbin Yu, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, P.R. China

Second Prize (ex aequo)
Nature-inspired Molecular Diffusion Communication Test-Bed for Harsh 
Communication Environments 
by Siyi Wang, University of South Australia, Australia, Nariman Farsad, 
York University, Canada, Song Qiu, University of Warwick, UK
A System for Affordable Internet Access in Rural Developing Nations 
by Esther Jang, MIT, and Jessica Fujimori, Tanzania

6 Honorary Certificates
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Sister and Related Societies

Director: Curtis Siller <ca0404s@yahoo.com>
Board members

Africa Jude Ugo Onukwu
Asia/Pacific (AP) Madhukar Pitke
Europe, Middle-East, & Africa Marko Jajodic
Latin America (LA) Araceli Garcia
North America (NA) Yigang Cai
Director - MIRB Ashutosh Dutta
Director - MPDB Koichi Asatani
Past President Vijay Bhargava
Vice President - Member Relations Stefano Bregni
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Women in Communications Engineering

Standing Committee, aligned under VP-MR
Chair: Octavia Dobre <odobre@mun.ca>

Committee members
Vice-Chair: Maite Brandt-Pearce, University of Virginia, USA
Publicity: Zahra Ahmadian, Telus Mobility, Canada
Past Chair: Shalinee Kishore, Lehigh University, USA
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Women in Communications Engineering 
Recent Activities

New WICE Awards (2015)
WICE Outstanding Service 
WICE Outstanding Achievement 
WICE Mentorship 

Second Women's Workshop on 
Communications & Signal 
Processing, Princeton University, 
July 16-18, 2014

reported on the GCN
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Women in Communications Engineering 
Short-Term Plan

Social networking
Update the WICE web site and Facebook page

– http://cms.comsoc.org/eprise/main/SiteGen/Comm_WICE/Content/Home.html

Revitalize the LinkedIn WICE group
Update the WICE mailing list 

Nominate candidates for the ComSoc DLP
Child Care Program at ComSoc conferences!
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Young Professionals Committee 
F.K.A.: Graduates of the Last Decade (GOLD)

Ad-Hoc Committee, aligned under VP-MR
Mission

Provide a networking and education platform  for ComSoc young 
professionals to advance their career and education

The new Chair has been appointed on 3 Nov 2014
Yixin Diao 
IBM T. J. Watson Research Center, Yorktown Heights, NY, USA
selected among 7-8 other candidates

Yixin is selecting the members of the YP Committee
hopefully ready to start with 2015


